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LONGBENTON 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

County  of  Northumberland. 


Annual  Reports 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1948 

OF 


WILLIAM  CUNNINGHAM, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


AND 


WILLIAM  N.  LOCKEY, 

M.R.San.l.,  Certified  Meat  Inspector, 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT. 


Lon^bcnton  Urban  District  Council. 

O 


Annual  Report 

of  Tin: 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

WILLIAM  CUNNINGHAM, 

For  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1918. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Long benton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1948. 

Vital  Statistics. 

There  is  a  rise  in  the  population  mid-year  1948  as  compared 
with  1947,  25,810  as  against  24,020.  There  is  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  births,  435  as  against  475,  whilst  the  number  of  deaths 
shows  an  increase,  253  as  against  240.  The  principal  causes  of 


death  were 

Diseases  of  the  Heart .  83 

Cancer  (all  types) .  40 

Intra  Cranial  Lesions  .  33 

Infectious  Diseases. 


Diphtheria. — It  is  of  tremendous  significance  that  no  cases  of 
diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year.  All  the  promise  given  by 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria  has  been  fulfilled.  Our  propaganda 
continues. 

Scarlet  Fever. — A  slight  rise  is  recorded. 

Measles. — The  incidence  of  Measles  remained  high,  226  cases 
being  notified  as  against  215  in  1947. 

Milk. 

The  milk  supplies  remained  satisfactorv  as  shown  by  the 
analysis  in  the  report. 
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Housing. 

The  housing  situation  which  causes  us  grave  concern  is  fully 
explained  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

National  Health  Service,  1946. 

On  July  5th,  1948,  the  Northumberland  County  Council  became 
the  Local  Health  Authority  for  this  area  and  delegated  certain  of 
their  duties  to  the  South  East  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  on  which 
this  Urban  District  Council  is  represented  by  five  members,  in 
addition  to  five  members  from  each  of  the  Urban  Districts  of  Whitley 
Bay  and  Seaton  Valley,  myself  remaining  the  Executive  Medical 
Officer  for  the  South  East  Area. 

Nutrition. 

I  have  no  evidence  of  any  malnutrition  in  any  class  of  the 
community  as  a  result  of  present  conditions. 

Water. 

A  full  report  will  be  found  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  the  Members  of  the  Council 
for  their  kind  encouragement  throughout  the  year  and  Mr.  Lockey, 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Staff  for  their  great  help  and 
loyalty. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  CUNNINGHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  A. 

STATISTICS  OF  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  TIIE  AREA. 


Area  (in  Acres) .  6, 780 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population, 

mid-year,  1948  .  25,810 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31.12.48)  according  to 

Rate  Rook  .  7,458 

Rateable  Value  .  £123,304 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (31.3.48) .  £490 


Social  Conditions. 

The  chief  industry  is  coal  mining,  with  the  exception  of  the 
residential  area  of  Benton  and  Forest  Hall. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Live  Births — Legitimate . 

221 

199 

420 

Illegitimate  . 

8 

7 

15 

229 

206 

435 

Still  Births — Legitimate . 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate  . 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

7 

— 

— 

= 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  .  .  . 

16-85 

Still  Births  per  1 .000  Live  and  Still  Births 

15-84 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths . 

12G 

127 

253 

Death  Rate. 

The  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated 

popu- 

lation  . 

9-80 

6 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Deaths. 

Rate  per  l,00t> 
total  (Live  and 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

. .  Nil. 

Still  Births). 

0-00 

Other  Maternal  causes  . 

. .  Nil. 

0-00 

Nil. 

0-00 

Deaths  of  Infants. 

Male. 

Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  . 

10 

6  16 

Illegitimate . 

1 

2  3 

11 

8  19 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  of  Infants  under  1  Year 


of  Age. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  .  43-68 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Births .  38-09 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  .  200 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) .  40 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

,,  Whooping  Cough  .  3 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  2 


BIRTH  RATE.  DEATH  RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Longbenton  Area,  ] 9-18. 


Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females. 


All  causes  .  126  127 


1 —  Typhoid  and  Para  Typhoid .  — 

2 —  C'erebro-spinal  Fever .  —  — 

3 —  Scarlet  Fever  .  _  _ 

4 —  Whooping  Cough .  2  1 

5 —  Diphtheria  .  —  — 

6 —  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System .  4  2 

7 —  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis .  —  2 

8 —  Syphilitic  Diseases .  —  1 

9 —  Influenza .  1  — 

10 —  Measles  . 

1 1 —  Ac.  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis  . . 

12 —  Ac.  Inf.  Encephalitis . 

13 —  Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and  cesoph.  (M)  uterus  (F)  1 

14 —  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .  5  8 

15 —  Cancer  of  Breast  .  —  3 

16 —  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  .  12  11 

17 —  Diabetes  .  1  1 

18 —  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  .  12  11 

19 —  Heart  Diseases .  39  44 

20  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  .  3  — 

21 —  Bronchitis .  5  5 

22 —  Pneumonia  .  4  6 

23 —  Other  Respiratory  Diseases .  —  3 

24 —  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum .  2  — 

25 —  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) .  2  — 

26 —  Appendicitis .  — 

27 —  Other  Digestive  Diseases  .  1  3 

28 —  Nephritis .*  1 .  2  4 

29 —  Puer.  and  Post.  Abort.  Sepsis . 

30 —  Other  Maternal  Causes  .  —  — 

31 —  Premature  Birth  .  4  1 

32 —  Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  infant  dis .  2  5 

33 —  Suicide .  4  3 

34  Road  Traffic  Accidents .  1 

35 —  Other  Violent  Causes  .  4 

36 —  All  Other  Causes  .  15  13 


There  is  no  evidence  of  any  unusual  or  excessive  mortality 
during  the  year. 

1  have  no  evidence,  statistical  or  otherwise,  that  conditions 
of  occupation,  environment  or  unemployment  have  exercised  any 
significant  influence  on  the  health  or  physique  of  adults.  There  is, 
however,  evidence  that  the  general  health  and  physique  of  children, 
both  of  pre-school  and  school  age,  are  steadily  improving. 


(i) 

(ii) 


Section  B. 


Public  Health  Officials  :  see  page  2. 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities  are  now  available  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories,  General  Hospital,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne  and  Government  Buildings,  Cowgate, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

(b)  Ambulance  service  is  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Northumberland  County  Council.  The  service 
in  Longbenton  is  administered  by  the  South  East 
Area.  Sub-Committee. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  home  is  controlled  by  the  Northum¬ 
berland  County  Council. 

( d )  There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  area  with  the  exception 
of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Scaffold  Hill. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service. 

This  service  is  operated  and  controlled  by  the 
Northumberland  County  Council. 

Section  C. 


Water  Supply. 

(i)  The  water  supply  for  the  area,  during  the  last  year  has 
been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  All  the  water 
for  the  district  is  supplied  by  the  Newcastle  &  Gateshead 
Water  Co.  The  mains  supplying  Annitsford,  Dudley, 
Seaton  Burn  and  Wideopen  are  still  the  property  of  the 
Longbenton  Urban  District  Council,  whilst  all  the  other 
mains  are  the  property  of  the  Newcastle  &  Gateshead 
Water  Co. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewage. — Conditions  remain  the  same. 

(i)  Rivers  and  Streams. — See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

(i)  Closet  Accommodation. — See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. — See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — See  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 

(iv)  Shops  and  Offices. — See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

(v)  Camping  Sites. — No  applications  have  been  made  for 
camping  sites  during  1948  and  no  camping  sites  exist  in 
the  area. 
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(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. — No  official  action  has  been  necessary. 

(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — There  are  no  swimming  baths 
or  pools  in  the  area. 

(viii)  Eradication  of  the  Bed  Bag. — See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 

(ix)  Head  Lice. — No  special  treatment  was  given. 

Body  Lice. — No  special  treatment  was  given. 

Schools. 

The  schools  in  the  area  are  each  provided  with  a  sufficient 
suitable  water  supply  from  the  mains  supply.  Periodical 
inspections  are  made  of  all  schools. 


Housing. 


Section  D. 


See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


Section  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply, — See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

( b )  Meat  and  Other  Foods. — See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 

(c)  Adulteration. — This  service  is  administered  by  the  County 
Council. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. — Milk 
is  the  only  food  of  which  samples  are  taken  for  Bacteri¬ 
ological  Examination  by  this  Authority.  These  samples 
were  examined  in  the  County  Laboratory,  Newburn. 

(e)  Nutrition. — No  special  educative  effort  was  made  in  the 
nature  of  lectures,  films,  etc. 

(/)  Shellfish. — (Molluscan). — There  are  no  shellfish  beds  or 
layings  in  this  area.  Shellfish  is  rarely  sold  in  this  area 


Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  and  age  groups  of  the 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year: — 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  194s. 


1  1 


c 

a 

a 

c 

CC 

CC 

Hospital. 

;»•  ::::::  : 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED. 

Age  Group. 
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Disease. 

Measles . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria . 

Pneumonia  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Malaria . 

Ac.  An.  Polio  Myelitis . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever . 

Dysentry  . 

12 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  since 
1940,  when  our  Immunisation  Scheme  was  commenced.  It  will 
be  noted  that  until  1943  there  were  still  a  number  of  children  not 
immunised  : — 


Years. 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944  1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

No.  of  Cases 

39 

77 

101 

30 

110  1  16 

10 

5 

Deaths  . 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  1948,  39  cases  as  against  16  in  1947. 
There  were  no  deaths. 

Diphtheria. — There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  1948  as 
against  5  cases  in  1947. 


Pneumonia. — Fifteen  cases  were  notified  as  against  13 
in  1947. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. — There  were  no  cases  of  C'erebro 
Spinal  Fever. 


Measles. — There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Measles  notified,  226  cases  in  1948  as  against  215  in  1947.  There 
were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough. — There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  notified,  92  as  against  8  in  1947.  There  were  three  deaths. 

Venereal  Disease. — Full  support  has  been  given  to  the 
Northumberland  County  Council  in  their  propaganda  against 
Venereal  Disease.  Posters  have  been  published  and  handbills 
distributed  and  full  information  as  to  the  places  and  times  of  the 
Clinics  supplied  to  enquirers  at  this  Public  Health  Department. 

Prevention  of  Blindness.- — There  were  no  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. — No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public 
Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  with  regard  to  persons 
employed  in  the  milk  trade,  nor  in  the  compulsory  removal  to 
hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 
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Tuberculosis,  1948. — The  following  tables  are  self- 

explanatory  : — 


Cases  Notified. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

1 

Non- 

Pul  manary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year  .... 

1  to  5  years . 

1 

») 

2 

5  to  15  years . 

1 

3 

15  to  25  years . 

2 

3 

1 

») 

1 

25  to  35  years . 

4 

2 

1 

1 

35  to  45  years . 

1 

•> 

1 

2 

45  to  55  years . 

1 

55  to  65  years  . 

65  years  and  over  . . 

Totals  . 

8 

7 

3 

7 

4 

2 

2 

The  notification  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  has  been 
satisfactory.  No  action  has  been  necessary  in  any  case  of  neglect 
or  refusal  to  notify. 


Particulars  of  Tuberculosis  Register 

as  at  31st  December,  1948. 


Pulmonary. 

Non 

-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary 
and  Non- 
Pul  monary 

M. 

F.  Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Total. 

Cases  on  Register 

at  1st  Jan.,  1948 

92 

85  177 

31 

29 

60 

237 

New  Cases . 

8 

7  |  15 

3 

7 

III 

25 

Cases  Removed  .... 

1 

8  1  9 

•) 

2 

4 

13 

Cases  on  Register 

at  31st  Dec.,  1948 

99 

84  ;  183 

32 

34 1 

66 

249 
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Longbenton  Urban  District  Council. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1948. 


Dear  Dr.  Cunningham, 

I  bee  to  submit  my  report  upon  the  Sanitary  Department  for 
the  year  1948. 

Housing. — The  shortage  of  houses  still  remains  the  major 
problem  of  this  Authority.  During  the  year  the  Council  were  able 
to  build  and  occupy  190  new  houses,  53  of  the  tenants  were  living 
in  areas  confirmed  as  Clearance  Areas  in  1934  and  the  remainder 
were  from  houses  which  were  overcrowded.  It  is  to  be  noted  that 
in  the  allocation  of  these  137  new,  plus  50  existing  Council  houses 
which  became  available  for  letting,  a  total  of  187  families  were 
found  improved  accommodation.  Our  lists  of  applicants  for  Council 
houses  have  shown  that  whereas  there  were  1,600  applicants  at  the 
1st  January,  1948,  although  some  187  had  been  removed  from  the 
lists  into  improved  conditions  and  others  did  not  desire  to  remain 
on  our  Housing  Lists,  the  total  applicants  at  the  1st  January,  1949, 
was  still  only  78  below  that  of  January,  1948. 


Category  A.  Applicants  with  houses  of  their  own  re¬ 
siding  in  overcrowded  conditions  .  282 

,,  B.  Applicants  without  homes  of  their  own 

and  residing  in  overcrowded  conditions  225 

,,  C.  Applicants  without  homes  of  their  own 

but  not  overcrowded .  449 

,,  D.  Normal  applicants  desiring  improved 
housing  accommodation  but  not  over¬ 
crowded  .  477 

Applicants  not  residing  in  Longbenton 
area  .  89 


1,522 


Repair  of  Houses. — We  are  finding  that  it  is  still  difficult  for 
owners  to  get  the  services  of  builders  to  do  the  work  of  repair  although 
the  position  seemed  to  be  easier  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  curtail¬ 
ment  of  the  amount  to  be  used  for  other  than  housing  purposes 
had  the  effect  of  transferring  labour  and  material  into  the  building 
or  repairing  of  houses. 

Collection  of  House  Refuse. — The  large  building  programmes 
which  are  taking  place  at  the  present  time  are  making  increasing 
demands  on  the  Cleansing  Service.  Not  only  are  there  more  bins 
to  be  emptied  but  the  type  of  house  is  either  detached  or  semi¬ 
detached  with  subsequent  long  walks  from  the  gates  to  the  stance 
of  the  bin  and  as  this  journey  has  to  be  made  four  times  it  is  con¬ 
siderably  decreasing  the  output  per  man  per  hour.  We  were  able 
to  increase  our  strength  by  the  addition  of  one  new  Denis  Collection 
Waggon  at  the  beginning  of  January,  1949,  and  as  the  winter  was 
very  mild  we  were  enabled  to  cope  with  the  amount  of  refuse  produced. 


Statistics. — I  beg  to  append  below  statistics  relating  to  the 
refuse  collection.  The  figures  are  based  upon  the  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  for  mid-1948  of  25,810. 


House  Refuse  only. 

Estimated  quantity  removed . 

Approximate  average  weight  per  house  .  .  . 
Average  quantity  per  house  per  annum  .  . 
Average  per  1,000  pop.  per  day  (365  days) 

Total  Cost  of  Collection  . 

Cost  of  Disposal . 

Payment  to  men  when  sick  . 


17,226  tons. 
2-30  „ 

6-2  cu.  yds. 
33-5  cwts. 
£9,543 
£538 
£107 


Total  Scavenging  Costs .  £10,188 

Less  Income  from  Salvage  .  £1,426 

£8,762 


£  s.  d. 


Cost  per  house .  1  3  5-9 

Cost  per  head  population .  6  9-4 

Cost  on  rates  in  the  £  .  1  5-8 
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Disposal  of  Refuse. — We  are  using  three  controlled  tips  at  : — 

1 .  Burradon  Quarry. — This  quarry  still  has  sufficient  tipping 
space  for  a  number  of  years  to  take  the  refuse  from  Annits- 
ford,  Burradon  and  Dudley. 

2.  The  Brick  Field,  Forest  Hall. — This  site  is  held  on  a 
short  lease  from  the  owners  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  will 
very  nearly  be  completely  filled  with  the  exception  of  part 
adjoining  the  burn  which  is  to  be  piped  and  the  land  to  be 
used  for  an  open  space.  When  this  has  been  completely 
filled  another  site  is  available  at  the  quarry,  Scaffold  Hill 
Farm,  and  negotiations  are  also  taking  place  with  a  view 
to  reclaiming  land  which  has  been  the  subject  of  mine 
subsidence. 

3.  Wideopen  Quarry. — This  quarry  was  purchased  by  the 
Council  with  the  intention  of  finally  making  it  into  an  open 
space  for  that  part  of  the  district.  The  tipping  is  now  taking 
place  in  the  penultimate  layer  and  will  still  hold  the  refuse 
from  the  Wideopen  and  Seaton  Burn  district  for  another 
two  years.  The  present  intention  is  to  tip  to  a  level  some 
8'  to  10'  below  the  surface  so  as  to  make  a  sheltered  open 
space. 

The  tipping  is  carried  out  on  controlled  tipping  lines 
and  the  tips  are  kept  free  from  rats  and  fire. 

Salvage. 

During  the  year  a  steady  improvement  was  made  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  waste  paper  whilst  the  amount  of  rags  collected  was  practically 
stationary.  The  other  items  such  as  metals  and  kitchen  waste  fell 
considerably,  especially  the  kitchen  waste.  In  this  connection  it 
has  been  our  experience  that  the  communal  bins  have  lost  favour 
with  the  householders  and  we  have  had  to  withdraw  the  bins  from 
most  of  our  sites. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. — This  Council  has 
accepted  the  delegation  of  power  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 
Act,  1 919,  from  the  County  Council.  Very  few  complaints  are  received 
of  rat  infestations,  the  regular  treatment  of  the  sewers  appears  to 
have  a  marked  effect  on  the  surface  infestations. 

Trade  Refuse. — The  system  of  foregoing  the  charge  for  the 
removal  of  trade  refuse  is  still  in  operation.  This  is  to  avoid  the 
destruction  of  valuable  salvageable  material. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — It  will  be  noted  from 
page  17  that  a  large  amount  of  work  has  been  carried  out  during 
the  year,  the  figures  are  shown  under  the  separate  headings. 
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TABLE  II. 
II  0  U  S  I  N  G 


Tabular  Statement  for  Year,  1948. 


Houses  Completed  during  Year. 

With  Stato 
Assistance. 

Unaided. 

Total. 

(a)  By  Local  Authority — 

Permanent  . ") 

Temporary  . J 

( b )  By  Other  Bodies  or  Persons — 

Permanent  . 'I 

Temporary  . J 

190 

190 

366 

21 

387 

577 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year: 


(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  . 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local 
Authority  or  its  Officer  . 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
“  Notices  ”  were  served  requiring  repairs  .... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  .  14 

(l>)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

of  Owners  .  2 


423 


3 


420 


361 


14 
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(B)  Proceed  mgs  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 


remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notices 

(a)  By  Owners  .  24 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners .  7 


((')  Proceedings  under  Sections  I  I  and  12  of  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936.' 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  . 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit . 

. — Number  of  Houses  Permanently  Discontinued  as 

Dwellings  and  Not  Included  Above . 
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TABLE  III. 


Summary  of  Work  Effected. 


After 
Letter  or 
Interview. 

After 

Informal 

Notice. 

After 

Statutory 

Notice. 

Total. 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

Privies  abolished  . 

repaired  . 

1 

.  . 

1 

Privy  Ashpits  abolished  . 

,  , 

,,  ,,  roofed  or  repaired 

Pail-Closets  abolished  . 

Water  Closets  provided  . 

1 

i 

,,  ,,  repaired . 

76 

5 

22 

103 

Sanitary  Bins  provided  . 

201 

201 

,.  .,  renewed . 

96 

4 

22 

122 

Drainage — 

New  Drains  constructed  . 

1 

1 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 

7 

1 

3 

11 

Additional  Gullies  provided  .  . . 

Old  Gullies  replaced . 

4 

4 

Scullery  Sinks  provided  . 

,,  waste-pipes  repaired  .  . 

11 

1 

6 

is 

,,  waste-pipes  trapped  . . 

2 

2 

Y  ards  repaired  or  reconstructed 

23 

4 

27 

Water  Supply — 

New  service  provided  . 

4 

No.  of  Houses  affected  . 

4 

Eradication  of  the  Bed  Bug. — Very  few  complaints  of  in¬ 
festation  of  bed  bug  are  received,  the  Council  make  a  charge  for 
any  treatments.  In  the  case  of  empty  houses  the  landlord  is 
expected  to  meet  the  cost.  Where  a  house  is  occupied  the  tenant 
is  allowed  the  use  of  a  sprayer  free  of  charge  but  he  must  pay  for 
the  solution  used.  All  the  families  moving  into  new  Council  houses, 
whether  from  Slum  Clearance  Areas  or  from  overcrowded  houses, 
must  have  their  furniture  treated  prior  to  removal  and  it  has  been 
noted  that  only  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  old  houses  have 
been  found  to  be  infested.  In  the  few  cases  where  heavy  infesta¬ 
tions  have  been  noted  in  the  old  houses  a  second  or  third  treatment 
has  been  given  in  the  new  houses  and  this  appears  to  be  very 
effective.  Generally  the  tenants  raise  no  objections  to  our  work¬ 
men  doing  the  work.  We  are  using  a  solution  of  D.D.T.  in  kerosine 
and  find  that  this  preparation  is  very  effective. 

Shops  and  Offices. — It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take 
any  action  with  regard  to  the  conditions  found  in  any  shops  or  offices 
throughout  the  district. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 


Water  Supply.  Although  negotiations  have  been  going  on 
to  abolish  the  common  taps  now  serving  most  of  the  colliery-owned 
property,  schemes  had  not  been  commenced  before  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  proportion  of  houses  drawing  supplies  from  common 
taps  as  compared  with  those  with  inside  water  supplies  has  been 
lowered  by  the  erection  of  new  houses  and  the  closing  and  demolition 
of  houses  with  stand  pipe  supplies  only.  The  following  shows  the 
position  with  regard  to  inside  water  supplies,  sinks,  W.C’s.,  etc., 
of  the  whole  area. 


No. 

of  Houses  with 

| 

Houses. 

Baths. 

Sinks. 

Inside 

Water 

Supply. 

Yard 

Tap. 

Common 

Tap. 

W.C’s. 

EC’s,  l 

7.458 

4,720 

5,968 

250 

170 

074 

7,412 

4() 

Approximately  13  per  cent,  of  the  population  are  drawing  from 
stand  pipes. 

Rivers  and  Streams.- -  No  cases  of  pollution  of  streams  were 
noted  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Approximately  98  per  cent,  of  the 
houses  in  the  district  are  connected  to  the  water  carriage  system, 
of  the  remainder,  all  but  a  small  proportion  are  included  in  Confirmed 
Clearance  Areas  and  it  is  anticipated  they  will  be  cleared  in  the  near 
future. 
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TABLE  IV. 
Food  I nrpioction. 


Unsound  Food. 

Sur¬ 

rendered. 

Seized. 

Legal 

Pro¬ 

ceedings. 

1. 

Boot  ( Home-Killed)  . 

.  Stones 

D 

2. 

Beef  (imported)  . 

481 

3. 

Mutton  (Home-Killed)  . .  .  . 

4. 

Mutton  (imported) . 

5. 

Pork  . 

6. 

Game . 

7. 

Poultry  . 

8. 

Fish . 

9. 

Fruit  .  Lbs. 

or  Cases 

391 

10. 

Canned  Goods . Tins 

or  Cases 

464 

11. 

Bacon  . 

.  Lbs. 

244 

12. 

Cheese . 

13. 

Butter . 

14. 

Lard  . 

.  , , 

15. 

Eggs  (Dried)  . 

8  pkts. 

16. 

Other  Foods — - 

Flour . 

.  Lbs. 

94 

i 

Potatoes  . 

112 

! 

Cereals . 

. 

67 

.  . 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 
Section  6  (1)  and  (4). 


Number  of  Cowkeepers  (registered)  in  district  .  18 

Approximate  number  of  cows  kept  .  460 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations .  1924. 

The  principal  adopted  during  the  war  of  slaughtering  in 
Government  controlled  slaughter  houses  in  the  Newcastle  Area  is 
still  in  vogue,  the  meat  being  loaded  into  a  vehicle  at  the  slaughter¬ 
house,  transported  and  unloaded  at  the  meat  depot,  weighed,  loaded 
into  the  butcher’s  vans  and  taken  to  the  butcher’s  shops.  This 
additional  handling,  to  what  was  the  practice  in  pre-war  years, 
no  doubt  mitigates  against  the  appearance  and  keeping  qualities 
of  the  meat  although  the  butcher  s  pool  and  the  department  work 
in  harmony.  Any  suggestions  made  by  the  department  are  willingly 
accepted. 

The  number  of  cottager’s  pigs,  slaughtered  lor  bacon,  was 
slightly  increased,  being  63  slaughtered  this  year  as  against  5-r> 
in  the  previous  year.  All  the  pigs  were  inspected,  only  a  small 
amount  was  found  to  be  diseased.  The  cottagers  are  very  desirous 
to  have  the  pigs  examined. 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  I92G.  The  following  is  a  summary 
of  the  particulars  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Register  at  the  31st 
December,  1918: 


Number  of  persons  registered  as  cow-keepers .  18 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  cow-sheds .  19 

Number  of  cows  kept  on  registered  premises 

(approx.)  .  160 

Number  of  cow  keepers  retailing  milk .  14 

Number  of  persons  registered  as  Dairymen  in 

the  area  .  19 

Number  of  Dairymen  outside  the  area  retailing 

in  area .  II 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies .  19 

Number  of  persons  registered  as  Retail  Purveyors  54 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order.  1936.-  The  following 
are  particulars  of  licenses  granted  under  the  above  Order  : — 

Premises  licensed  for  storage  and  sale  of  T.T.  Milk 

Premises  licensed  for  storage  and  sale  of  Pasteur¬ 
ised  Milk .  4 

Supplementary  licenses  to  retail  T.T.  Milk .  3 

Supplementary  licenses  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  2 

Supplementary  licenses  to  retail  Accredited  Milk.  . 

Accredited  producers  .  2 

Tuberculin  Tested  producers  .  3 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. — Samples  of  milk 
from  each  supply  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  Bacteriological  Examination  and  Biological  Test. 


MILK  PRODUCED  IN  THE  LONG  RENTON  AREA. 


Examination. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Total. 

%  Satisfactory. 

Methylene 

Blue  'Post . 

•I 

26 

82 

B. Tuberculosis  .... 

Not  found. 
IS 

Present. 

1 

Total. 

19 

94  \j 
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MILK  PRODUCED  OUTSIDE  LONGBENTON  AREA. 


Examination. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory.  Total. 

%  Satisfactory' 

Methylene 

Blue  Test . 

8 

2 

10 

80 

B. Tuberculosis  .... 

Not  found. 

6 

Present. 

Total. 

fi 

100 

GRADED  MILK. 


Examination. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Total. 

%  Satisfactory. 

Methylene 

Blue  Test . 

4 

4 

8 

50 

B. Tuberculosis  .... 

Not  found. 

2 

Present 

1 

Total. 

3 

66.6 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN. 


Examination. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Total. 

%  Satisfactory. 

Methylene 

Blue  Test . 

34 

10 

44 

71-6 

B. Tuberculosis  .... 

Not  found. 

26 

Present. 

2 

Total. 

28 

923 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  N.  LOCKEY, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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